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Words and phrases within Envisioning Sustainable Northampton shall have an ordinary dictionary meaning 
except as may be defi ned otherwise hereafter, If a term is not defi ned in this Article, then the Town Architect 
shall determine the correct defi nition.

Affordable Housing: dwellings consisting of rental units or for-sale units. Both shall be economically within 
the means of the starting salary of a local elementary school teacher.

Alley:  a narrow local urban passage, typically along the rear of building lots used for secondary vehicular 
movement as well as providing service areas, parking access, and utility easements. 

Apartment: a residential unit sharing a building and a lot with other units and/or uses; may be for rent, or for 
sale as a condominium.

Avenue: a thoroughfare of high vehicular capacity and low speed, of interchangeable importance with 
boulevards in the hierarchy of thoroughfares.  Avenues typically have trees on both sides of the roadbed and 
commonly front commercial activity.

Bicycle Lane: a portion of the public right-of-way dedicated for bicycles running within a low- or moderate-
speed vehicular thoroughfare, demarcated by striping.

Bicycle Route: a thoroughfare suitable for the shared use of bicycles and automobiles moving at low speeds.

Bicycle Trail: a bicycle way running independently of an automobile thoroughfare (Syn. Bicycle Path).

Block: the aggregate of private lots, passages, and rear alleys, circumscribed by thoroughfares.

Boulevard: a thoroughfare designed for high vehicular capacity and moderate speed, of interchangeable 
importance with avenues in the hierarchy of thoroughfares.  Boulevards are typically treed on both sides of the 
divided roadbed with a landscaped median or medians which may include areas for pedestrians and monuments.

Brownfi eld: an area previously used primarily as an industrial site.

Building Stories: the number of habitable fl oors within a building counted from the ground fl oor to the 
underside of the ceiling of the fl oor below the roof eave line.  Attics and raised basements are not considered 
stories for the purposes of determining building height.  

Build-to Line: a line appearing graphically on the code diagrams stated as a dimension, along which a façade 
must be placed, usually a designated minimum of the lot depth or width. 

Carriage House:  an outbuilding traditionally used for the storage of carriages and other vehicles, but more 
contemporarily used for housing automobiles with an occupiable dwelling unit above (Syn: Coach House).

Center: an area of focused community activity, a common destination.  It may include without limitation one 
or more of the following: a Civic Space, a Civic Building, a commercial hub, or a transit station, and may act as 
the social core of a neighborhood.

Civic Building: a building designed specifi cally for a civic function, religious or secular, operated by 
government or not-for-profi t organizations to be found in a Civic Use zone.

Coach House: Syn: Carriage House.

Code: the portions of this document which govern the design of streets; the building types permitted on 
building lots and their location and height; and the parking requirements for private parcels of land.

Commercial: that which involves the exchange of cash, goods, services, or any other remuneration for goods, 
services, lodging, meals, or entertainment in any form; or the right to occupy space for commercial purposes 
over a period of time.  Also, the term collectively defi ning workplace, offi ce, retail and lodging functions.

Corner Lot: a lot with two street frontages.

Cottage Court: a collection of single family detached and duplex dwellings, typically having smaller lots than 
the surrounding neighborhood, oriented toward a shared sidewalk perpendicular to the primary street frontage.

Curb: the edge of the vehicular pavement that may be raised or fl ush to a swale.  It usually incorporates the 
drainage system.

Density: the number of dwelling units within a standard measure of land area.

Design Speed: is the velocity at which a thoroughfare tends to be driven without the constraints of signage or 
enforcement. There are four ranges of speed: Very Low: (below 20 MPH); Low: (20-25 MPH ); Moderate: (25-
35 MPH ); High: (above 35 MPH ). Vehicular lane width is determined by desired Design Speed.

Disposition: the placement of a building on its lot.

District: an area identifi ed for a large single-use institution and its purposes that by its intrinsic function, 
disposition or confi guration cannot conform to one of the normative transect zones defi ned by this document.  
Districts may include institutional campuses, industrial sites, etc.  (Syn. Special District).
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Drive: a thoroughfare along the boundary between an Urbanized and a natural condition, usually along a 
waterfront, park, or promontory. One side has the urban character of a thoroughfare, with sidewalk and building, 
while the other may have the qualities of a road or parkway, with naturalistic planting and rural details.

Elevation: an exterior wall of a building not along a frontage line.

Encroachment: any structural element that breaks the plane of a vertical or horizontal regulatory limit, 
extending into a setback, into the public frontage or right-of-way, or above a height limit.

Façade: the exterior wall of a building that is set along a frontage line.  (See Elevation). 

Form-Based Zoning: a classifi cation system based primarily on density and building type (form) rather than 
use.  (See Transect-Based Zoning.)

Frontage Line: those lot lines that coincide with a public frontage.

Greenfi eld: a development planned for an undeveloped area outside the existing town or city fabric.

Greyfi eld: an area previously used primarily as a parking lot.  Shopping centers and shopping malls are typical 
greyfi eld sites.

Industry:  uses which are designed to serve the needs of the community and may be offensive to nearby 
commercial or residential uses by producing adverse impacts such as:
 •  noise at a level greater than typical street or traffi c noise;
 •  hazardous solids, liquids, or gases emitted in the environment;
 •  offensive odors or glare;
 •  offensive vibration;
 •  any other adverse impact as may be determined by the Town Architect, based on evidence presented.

Infi ll: noun - new development on land that had been previously developed, including most greyfi eld and 
brownfi eld sites and cleared land within urbanized areas. verb- to develop such areas.

Lane:  a secondary public passageway designed according to standards for Lane or Alley design in this 
document.

Layer: a range of depth of a Lot within which certain elements are permitted.

Light Industry: uses which are designed to serve the needs of the Community for industrial activity and which 
are not offensive to nearby commercial or residential uses. Light industry includes manufacturing or assembly 
processes carried on completely within the walls of a building. Light industry shall be uses which by their 
nature and implementation on the site do not produce any of the following adverse impacts, as determined at the 
boundary of the lot:
 •  noise at a level greater than typical street or traffi c noise;
 •  hazardous solids, liquids, or gases emitted into the environment;
 •  offensive odors or glare;
 •  offensive vibration;
 •  any other adverse impact as may be determined by the Town Architect, based on evidence presented.

Lightwell:  an open space or shaft, either open to the sky or with a glazed roof, reaching down several stories, 
typically to grade in order to increase access to natural light and ventilation for interior rooms.

Live-Work: a mixed use unit consisting of a commercial and residential function.  The commercial function 
may be anywhere in the unit. It is intended to be occupied by a business operator who lives in the same structure 
that contains the commercial activity or industry.

Lot: a parcel of land accommodating a building or buildings of unifi ed design.

Lot Coverage: for the settlement as a whole, the ratio of the total of all building footprints, excluding civic 
building footprints, divided by the total land area in the settlement. For a single lot, the total building(s) 
footprint(s) on the lot divided by the lot’s area, including setbacks.

Lot Line: the boundary that legally and geometrically demarcates a lot (Syn. Property Line).

Lot Width: the length of the principal frontage line of a lot.

Master Plan: the illustrative visual document formed as guidelines for development. 

Mixed-Use: multiple functions within the same building through superimposition or adjacency, or in multiple 
buildings within the same area by adjacency.

Offi ce: premises available for the transaction of general business but excluding retail, artisanal and 
manufacturing uses. 

Outbuilding: an accessory building, usually located toward the rear of the same lot as the associated primary 
building which may be detached from the primary building or attached by a single-story structure such as a 
breezeway.  Outbuildings may include garages, sheds, carriage houses, farm buildings or playhouses.
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Path:  a pedestrian way traversing a park or rural area with landscape matching the contiguous open land.  
Paths should connect directly with the urban sidewalk network.

Park: a Public Space that is a natural preserve available for unstructured recreation.  A large open area available 
for public recreation, usually located at a neighborhood edge, and fronted by buildings.  Its landscape comprises 
paved paths and trails, some open lawn, trees and open shelters, all naturally disposed and requiring limited 
maintenance.  Dedicated for pedestrian enjoyment and active or passive recreation.

Parking Structure: a building containing one or more stories of parking above grade (Syn. Parking Deck).

Plan: the Master Plan and Regulating Plan which depicts the site and proposed standards for development of 
the area here designated as Envisioning Sustainable Northampton.  The Plan (with its accompanying Code), if 
approved by the City, will supersede prior zoning classifi cations of property within Northampton, and govern all 
subsequent development therein.

Planter: the element of the public frontage which accommodates street trees, whether continuous or individual.

Plaza:  a continuous paved public space fronted on at least two sides by buildings, used primarily for public 
gatherings and activities, and for parking as a temporary use by permission.

Primary Building: the main building on a lot, usually located toward the primary frontage.

Private: that which is neither public nor community.

Property Line:  Syn. Lot Line.

Public: the residents of the City, including governmental agencies.

Public Space: an area with clear public access, designated for community use by a public or private entity, and 
fronted by buildings.

Regulating Plan:  the offi cial map or maps that are part of the zoning code and delineate the boundaries of 
individual zones and districts.

Right-of-Way (R.O.W.):  the composite public area dedicated to circulation, including the vehicular way and 
the streetscape.

Roundabout:  a type of road junction at which traffi c enters a one-way stream around a central island.  
Roundabouts are typically implemented as a means of relieving traffi c congestion.

Rowhouse: a single-family building type that shares at least one party wall with another of the same type and 
occupies the full Frontage Line. (Syn: Townhouse)

Secondary Frontage: on corner Lots, the Private Frontage that is not the Principal Frontage.

Setback Line:  a line which is parallel with parcel or lot boundary lines and rights-of-way, which line delimits 
the closest a structure may be erected, with respect to the perimeter of a parcel or lot.

Shared Parking: any parking space or spaces intended for utilization by more than one commercial or civic use 
at different times of the day or week.

Special Districts: syn. District

Square:  a public space fronted by buildings on at least two sides, with a ground plane consisting of paved 
walks, lawns and trees.

Story: a habitable level within a building, excluding an attic or raised basement.

Street:  Generically, a street is any paved thoroughfare designed in accordance with the standards of the Master 
Plan and this document.  Specifi cally, a street is one type of thoroughfare designated in this document.

Terminated Vista: a location at the axial conclusion of a thoroughfare.  A building or monument located at a 
terminated vista designated on a regulating plan is required or recommended to be designed in response to the 
axis.

Thoroughfare: a vehicular path incorporating moving lanes and parking lanes within a right-of-way.

Town Architect: an employee of the City of Northampton with the authority to review all projects
within the Village to ensure that they are consistent with the Form-Based Code and Plan and with the authority 
to interpret the intentions of said Code and Plan.

Townhouse: See Rowhouse.

Transect: a system of land classifi cation deploying the conceptual rural-to-urban spectrum to arrange the 
typical elements of urbanism in useful order.

Transect-Based Zoning: a classifi cation system based primarily on density and building type (form) rather than 
use.  (See Form-Based Zoning.)
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